
Systematic Theology—Lesson 10 Resurrection and Ascension

Questions:  

Question #1
What is the definition of glorification in the material?

A1.

Question #2
Do you ever contemplate the fact that we will one day be glorified 

(immortal, incorruptible bodies and corresponding minds)? 

A2.  

Question #3
Are there any physical, emotional, mental struggles in this present life 

that you look forward to being resolved when we are glorified?

A3. 

Question #4
Does the blessed hope of future glorification affect your ability to per-

severe through the difficulties of this fallen life? 

A4.
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Systematic Theology
Systematic theology is any study that answers the question, “What does the 
whole Bible teach us today?” about any given topic.

Systematic theology involves collecting and understanding all the relevant pas-
sages in the Bible on various topics and then summarizing the teachings clearly 
so that we know what to believe about each topic.

Atonement
The atonement is the work Christ did in his life and death to earn our salvation. Some-
times it is used to refer only to Jesus’ dying and paying for our sins on the cross. Since 
saving benefits also come to us from Christ’s life, we have included that in our definition 
as well.

Old Testament references in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 
Chronicles, Nehemiah.
New Testament:  Romans 5:11

Propitiation (propitiation”)
a sacrifice that bears God’s wrath to the end and in so doing changes God’s 
wrath toward us into favor.”  God becomes “propitious” or favorably disposed to
ward us. 

New Testament: Rom. 3:25; Hebrews 2:17; 1 John 2:2; 1 John 4:10

Regeneration
Regeneration is a secret act of God in which he imparts new spiritual life to us. This is 
sometimes called “being born again” (using language from John 3:3–8)

New Testament:  Matthew 19:28; Titus 3:5; John 3:3-8

Sanctification
Sanctification is a progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free 
from sin and like Christ in our actual lives.

New Testament:  1 Corinthians 1:30; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4; 1 Peter 1:2

Sanctify

Old Testament references in: Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy; 
Joshua; 1 Samuel; 1 & 2 Chronicles; Nehemiah; Isaiah; Ezekiel; Joel; 
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New Testament: John 17:17, 19; Ephesians 5:26; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; 
Hebrews 13:12; 1 Peter 3:15.

Justification
Justification is an instantaneous legal act of God in which he 

(1) thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s righteousness as belonging to us, 
and 

(2) declares us to be righteous in his sight.

New Testament: Romans 4:25; Romans 5:16, 18

Justify

Old Testament references in:  Exodus, Deutoronomy; Job; Isaiah 
New Testament:  Luke 10:29; 16:15; Romans 3:30; Galatians 3:8 

	 justify - additional defined meaning
word justify (Greek word δικαιόω [G1467]) a range of meanings
one significant sense was “declare to be righteous,” 
but can also mean “demonstrate or show to be righteous.”

• Grace - unmerited favor
• forensic - “having to do with legal proceedings.”

Glorification
Glorification is the final step in the application of redemption. It will happen when Christ 
returns and raises from the dead the bodies of all believers for all time who have died, 
and reunites them with their souls, and changes the bodies of all believers who remain 
alive, thereby giving all believers at the same time perfect resurrection bodies like his 
own.

New Testament: Romans 8:30; Colossians 3:4; 1 Cor. 15:20-58; 6:14; 2 Cor. 
3:18; 2 Cor. 4:14 

Paul says that Christ is the “first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). In 
calling Christ the “first fruits” (Gk. ἀπαρχή, G569), Paul uses a metaphor from agricul-
ture to indicate that we will be like Christ. Just as the “first fruits” or the first taste of the 
ripening crop show what the rest of the harvest will be like for that crop, so Christ as the 
“first fruits” shows what our resurrection bodies will be like when, in God’s final 
“harvest,” he raises us from the dead and brings us into his presence.


